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KAt SUMMARY. 


Thb {tofitical nations, of this Admimst»tion with frontier tribes werb peaceful^ and* 
(Sencrativiiiarii*. there were no expeditions beyond the frontier. 

Sitmipurt'^OxKt murder of the head-taking type was committed by Kukis in the 
its went of the Imphal Valley, but the perpetrators have not a* yet been brought to 
itbe. Good prt^ess was made trith the preparation of the Royal enclosure known 
) the Pkt for cantonment purposes, and the construction olf Arracks for the regiment 
as begun. The Kobima*Manipur cart-road was open during thb year, but traffic is 
most impossible in wet weather. The minor Raja and his half-brother continued to 
mdeat the Mayo College throughout the year. Certain improvements were introduced 
I the land revenue administration of the State, which has been ^ced under the super* 
ision of a Sub*Deputy Collector, seconded from the provincial list. The total revenue 
f the State amounted to Rs. 3,46,709 and the expenditure to Re. 0,98,133. The 
losing credit balance was Rs. 1,76,644, and the finances of the State are in a satis- 
actory condition. The Chief Commissioner visited Manipur daring the year, when 
le inspected the public buildings and offices and the State Military Police. He directed 
hat arrangements should be made for the young Raja to visit Manipur during the 
ollowing cold weather. Enquiries were made with a view to sdecting a site for the 
future residence of the Raja. 

Bhutias. — There is said to have been an improvement in the attendance of Bhutias 
at fairs in Kamrup district and a falling off in Darrang. These fluctuations have not 
been clearly accounted for, nor are the statistics trustworthy. A number of Bhutias, 
the majority of whom were previously residents in .British territory on the Kamrup 
frontier, migrated to the Khasi Hills, where they have been permitted to settle. The 
Oomla Lama asked that they should be sent back, but was informed that his request 
could not be granted. It is not anticipated that this incident will give rise to any 
trouble. 

The Dallas on the borders of Oa^rang and North Lakhimpur behaved will 
on the whole. A party of coolies who had deserted from the Dikrai tea garden in 
Darrang and wandered into the Daila Hills, were detmned by the Hill Dallas. In order 
to compel their restoration to the garden, payment of pgsa to the Hill Dallas was 
stopped. Five of the coolies have since been returned by them and two remain in 
their hands. 

ApA Tanangs.’~‘k small party of these people visited British territory and gave 
no trouble. 

A/isAm IS.— These tribes behaved well throughout the year. 

Bor Ahors — The blockade agaiii'^t this irbc is still enforced, but it ‘is proposed lo* 
rail- It next cold weather, if the tribe toiilmue-. quiet. 

Passi Meyongs . — A few families of this tribe have settled in British territory,, 
where they have been permitted to remain, on condition of good behaviour and 
payment of poll-tax 

Digarus, Singphos, KhamtiS, and if ir»s.— These tribes gpvct fu> trouble duriag 
the year. 



the «aBe k«t pi»t ti« 
llfti;g))0H(s f«r^, fijiXiiy of petty iWca 
Am» Mg»p pi Tredittg Cotppofly. 
stfen|;tm4'’’pp 
patroHing the i^orlci Since theee 



pM ^ 

plHPPfpeii 
^iboi d# thiiilw^ 


Thefieni^t boy referred to in Mt yeet^e wb wne Im in 

interior of the hills, hns been reeoverei It Inben atranpd tM UVNeedh 

i$. periodicdit^^ 


Assistant Pobticel Officer at Sadiya, idial) visit 
establisbiog a firmer politicai control over the l^igaf of the PatM has b 
possible to exercise hitherto. In the Serna ebniiy, the village of Ifiplh IWded 
village of Sakfaai, killing 17 persons. The Deputy Commissioner of the iNaga H 
visited the offending village and imposed a fine of R|, 1,000 ; as this eae not paid 
Che village was burnt. The fine imposed was then partially rshfi^idkind; 
villagers have since paid up a portion of the bi^ea and been perttfitlP to WoHt 
the remainder by punishment labour. 


Khasi an^^^aintia Hills and Garo AnUflh'^No events of pplitseai Importai 
occurred in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills and Gate Hifia districts during tp year. 


North Lushai Af(//s.«-Tbere were no poHtiOel troubles in the North Lushal H 
and the arrangements for the transfer of the South Lushai Hills to Assam, includ 
the amalgamation of the North and South Lushai Milita^Police battalions, w 
carried out without difficulty, A Civil Police force for the ama^mated area subsidi 
to the Military Police was organised during the ynar^ The rate of house-tax in 
North Lushai Hills was raised from Re. 1 to Rs* a per house, and the realization of 
tax at the increased rate did not occasion any trouble. Rules regarding impres' 
labour were introduced simultaneously in the North and South Lushai Hills in commi 
cation with the Government of Bengal The Ajjal-Lungleb road was made passa 
for laden animals up tp a distance of ap miles from Aijal, and the trace of the Ai, 
palam road was carried to within a few n^fies of Pbamphaj. 




. ' I.. '..la ' '’Ae; H.'Sfa' P, 

iatep^eat oii&a State wai l|(|^ Oi' Cble 

date to the end of the fear-'W^^ A-. Porteoiw held e^fga: ' 

AMieteat to ttM Polit^ Agent aras aaciwt 

'= ne^^^eieated';pote':df^^^te'Oe]put^ 'Collector 'la, 
tion of the Estate, and aoryW' aad-s^ operatSona ..^dg- wa 

Babu Raj Kumar Rai, Sub^D^a^ ^Uecter, :.Aatetet; he j 

appointment, to the dose of the i^at; 


■ii...r-atrftTiHfW5r-T.,i,i , 

, 'Wpiite-'a,^,,.,., 

A'j ■■'■,!".'■■ 


Si The following passages are extracted from the > 
by Mr. Porteous : 


..‘j« 

year snlb 






^hh'tbe.Poiitu^il^ 
tee previous yew, " 
"■'^fcoydi^S^::; 
d tours ' 

|^diigihe;,yit^^| 
:diry'.at:Kai^g| 


*' a. Including single day visits ol inspection and NN^aoe i^; 

was on tour tOs days, as aftetel 

'■ of thiitotal, ! was on tour 

to the Political Agent being «n[|^han 4 ed throughout the ' 
in the hill tracts of the State. The following were flie prindj^t 

‘^.Ffom the ssnd to apth Aprili Captslo jCde was 00 
Mao llmna into the teurder d o Bengali on t^ 

oProm the t ith to the l ytb October 1 wae in camp at Sengmai^ Ipillbte ai^ Mayaegfi^tteis^ 

From the 19th to the a6th January, and again from' the snfl; Bil^aiy^^to Qth Fehroe^ 
I was in camp on the Kobima road, proceeding on bote Ocitesions to M^,,Tbi|^ Jv 
connectioa with the Chief Cotpoiiisioncr'a visit te Mansurs;:;' X ' ' 'J 

From the 7th to the iStfa March 1 was on inspection duty Onllie bridle^pate Otd 
from the tSth to the noth 1 was in camp at Bishenpur, vieitiag. also Moirang. 

** prom the adtfa to the aSth March 1 was on tour on the BurmSLidady visiting Tbobai and PoUd. 

: : ! ** SuVDcputy Collector Baba Raj Kumar Rai.wae on tenr ioS'i^yu, Visiting alt patts Of the 
'vtiiey. 

;** 3 . The demarcation of .the portioo of the north-east frcmtli^ 

^ ■ ■ "' 'y«*r'r report, .wasi^a';|ptte(9'Uhiiiil^hi%’'^ecilded';te.'be:'^^ 

eirswiw* essary, as the boondary fixed tee 

wen-markhd natural features ; and now teat it has .'.,been tettM' id tea r 
basin are not to be handed over to Manipur, it wouW not bate 
euestidn oanrely fot tjhe Mbd of one or two villages/ fh patticnladi^Titeom and Wakbong, wi^ 
betetete htet, administtered by Manipur ought also perhaps to be included within its de jure limih 

" The erection of stone prisms along the Chin-Manipur frontier, as fixed in March 1894, W 9 
carried out by an officer from the Chin -Hills at the close of the year '1896-97, and 


alluded to in last year’s report is here noted. 


not having bee 



bill 
Agent, 

purpo! . „ . _ . 

bad again to be postponed- It was, however, informally settled, 
myselT that, if practicable, the boundary - line s}umld.:.he . oMmf " 
only kcip M t!pt(t nver 


urpose : but owing to the services of a surveyor not being avaitab|e'te.d other reasons, the mate 
.^ain to be postpone^* 




* 4« bill tribes, with some resemtioOkM regards th^'KiilcU, gave little trouts dt!Qtfo||^/|h0 

ye»f- One latfrdCT ef tb6 i hi g«^ Pg type was commitHM > a 

Bthavloiir of MU tcSw. ^ ^ley, aod <»♦ oAlOf 

outrages ia the southern hills are also to be pat down to rito fame tribe. No ornmfod raids, 
however, occurred, and no serious inter-tribal diftorbances el 4 m 4 i^ hiad involving viUiqi^^ hnthis 
hlanipur territory, were reported from any of our f rontierm^ . 

** A very satiafactvry feature was the entire absence throgjAUft the year of •orinma^olenct 
on the public roads, a* wdl on the Kohima cart-roed as on «M|id!B>tt loain lines 00 AMWuatca 
tion in the State. The sharp lesson read the large, villa^^ near ' Mao Thana^ list year ii 
connection with the murders on the cart-toad, Jsss a(ppaiei^ had a salutary effect. 

The case of head-taking above referred to occurred ioJE^Mruary, the victim being a youbj 
Kabui Naga girl of Hauchong village, who was cruelly murdnrsd by a band of fcmr Kakis, th< 
identity of whom strict enquiry has as yet failed to discovfhlilw^i^ girl was on a journey to th 
Manipur valley, accompanied by an uncle, when tbey-wera sdmAily attacked by a party of fou 
Kukis, while resting by a stream. The man made good bis escape, but the girl was overtskei 
and killed, her bead being carried off. No teliable doe to the village of the murderers has as ye 
been found. 

** In the south of the State two cases of a not very serious character, the work, U is believed 
of Chins or Kukis, occurred in the cold weather, one a dacoity at- the camp on the Manipur rivet 
south of Sbugauu, of some Burmese wood-cutters, whose property was looted, as it is bdfcved, b 
a party of Kamhows from the Chin Hills village -of Datum, and tne other an attack on some boy 
of the Kom village of Sagang, near Shuganu, by some Kukis, who, from an ambush in the jungle 
foed two or three shots and then retreated, doing no tuirtllcv damage than killing a buffalc 
The village of Saikot was suspected of the latter outrage, ftwl its Chief kept in coaSnement fo 
some months, but nothing could be proved against him, and. bn Wsa teleasea. 

" Of ordinary crime attended by loss of life, two cases 6ffty were reported from the hfli tract 
during the year. Two TangkbuJs of Pbungtarr, a small af four houses, wenu ch^fged by 

fellow-villager with the murder of his wife and the attempted murder of himself, the weh^ns use 
being spears. The case Was not reported until two moilftsudtCr its alleged eoCurrenOe^ an 
owing to this circumstance, and to the mck of iodwend ettt'eahtence as to the facts iM tlie caa 
among so small a community, the charge ef muriMt was fovtul ntut proven aft the trial Of the tw 
men held after the close of the year. 

" In another case a Kabui Naga from Kandihang village^ -ea the Cachar rontler, was charge 
with the murder of a fellow-villager by shooting him with a jguuii . The man waatried after the clos 
of the year. Proof being given that the deceased had violatejl the wife of tb^accused, the latte 
in view of this provocation, was found guilty of culpable botdieidS not sniouAting to murder onl 
.and was sentenced to three years* rigorous iorpribionment. 

In the case of the murder of a Bengali on the Kohima cart-road referred to in last year’ 
report, a Naga named Loli was convicted of the murder and sentenced to death by Captain Coli 
but the conviction was subsequently reversed by the Chief Commissioner. 

“ Ii^ressed labour, supplied by the hillmen, was, as ttSudl, fatiHsbed extensively to the Publ 
Works Department, mainly mr the carriage Of Kme from Cletw ia Tangkbnl hUiis aasd for woi 
on the Kobiiaa cart-road. ’ 

‘’AsumofRs. 4,614 was realised in fines from bill villages, against Rs, 4,477 ^ 1896-9 
Of this amount, Rs. 4,118 was levied in connection with thotiJ0tkhre measures tarn ftyainst tl 
northern villages for outrages committed on the cart-road, 

*' 5. The following table compares the rainfall of the year, moni 
by mouth, with that of tfeiei^ripreetoding years : 


WMtheo crops, and prices* 


Months. 

April 

May 

June 

Jul> 

August 

September 

October 

November 

Dacembor 

January 

February 

March 

Total 


13*08 

36*30 

17‘44 

irao 

3*94 

5-29 

073 

0*38 

wss 

3*^ 

97*01 


7'^r*' 
8*34 . 


11*03 

18*48 

8*54 


x*»4 

of44 

owg 

4 ^t 

83:55 


dm* 

so-ds 

I3'’64 

16*66 

t5'l6 

6*89 

dps 

0*88 

4‘J>4 

S*46 

975 

3"I4 

97 1 1 


iBts-n< 

6-64 

S*i6 

io‘i6 

»3'97 

7*«y 

8*07 

••s 

0*53 


058 

so* 

57 i') 


ttlU'St. 

■ 1’44 

6-98 

i5’46 

6*83 

*xij'78 

7*83 

8*40 
4-86 
• •• 
0*93 

rS2 

o'P 

f. 86 


ua 


"Although in excess of that of the previous year, the rainfall was below the av€?rage. It 
however, well ^tributed throughout the cifltivating season, add the result was a bountiful harv'** 
lietb the early and late rice crops yielding a good outturn. There were no floods during the yea 
aod the rivers and Mi/r were never really fflied, the Li^ak lake In the cold vrimthev hoing extr 
ordinarily low. Thu usual March rains almost entirely tuSled , erasing a great fttOttity of water 
the close of the year. Prchaltty, crmnected With this the Urteneiu tK the date, iatores 

ing as dlostrating tne eiimate of Matripuf, Co whicit tBB MM*Wealhefr frdUts oopthKiea. Thei 
wu « morning fioar-frost ia the vallsy as late as March ytlb 


. k 



•• As a result of the excellent lutfvest, the price of common rice, whic)riih 9 o 4 fi^ high as Rs. 3*8 
per maund in June, fell to Re. in Jannafy, notwitbstiniuduig the iXHOjilORjeig of export (wfai^ 
had been dosed for more than a year) from the begioniag of JPceemboa* iffltlimif J* “i* the close .of 
the yesir, after an export of upwards of 11,000 maunds to Kohima, hfi4 IlhiM I’to onl|:. 

The small rise in value shows that in a year of good harveete, ne from a fnae 

export, and, as Kohima station is practically the only outside nacket'nt^p^KSTManipur rice can 
be profitably sold, and its demands are necessarily very lionted in the production 

of the Manipur Valley (which at a moderate computation maybe pot'dlli^'MBi^I'ion mannds pi 
paddy), 1 am inclined to doubt the expediency of any prohibition on free expert in the future. 
Such a measure, if constantly threatened, must tend to defeat its to^ ..^ject by depressing 
prices, and so discouraging the extension of cultivation, whUe the whole amftnnt of rice absorbed 
by Kohima, say, 15,000 maunds, would not, in any case, furnish more than four days' consump* 
tion for the inhabitants of the valley. 


“ The minor crops cultivated by the Manipuris, inatikttlai^ And sngarcane, gave -a 

deficient outturn owing to the short rainfall in Preember and Jannitf)!. WhjBat, cultivated in 
patches by foreigners, was, however, a success. 


“ 6. Statistics of trade with British India are registered at Jbirigfaat for traffic with Cachar and 
_ . . , . Bengal, and at Mao Tl^na for traffic with Kohima and Assam, 

ra M ma«u e ures. latter have been collected during the post year for the first time 

under arrangements made by Captain Cole. In neither case must too great reliance be placed 
on the accuracy of the figures. 


“ The following table compares the value of the principal imports into Manipur ior the past 
four years as registered on the Cachar route : 


Articles, 





1895-90* 


1897*98. 





Ri. 

Rt. 

R*. 

Ri. 

Miner «'il oil 

... 


ft* a 

4**32 

4*405 

1 I. 3 H 

24 , 3«8 

Betel-nuts 

• • • 

• • 8 

• •• 

14,803 

12 *^ 

*59027 

26414 

Dried fish 

• • • 



417 

2,825 

9.823 

>51307 

Salt 


» • • 

• •• 

39 

414 

1,112 

1,889 

Piece-goods 

« f 

• • • 

• •ft 

34.424 

14.347 

15,138 

27,827 

Yarn 

• • • 


ftftft 

16,093 

6,575 

7440 

6,477 

Metab «.• 

• • • 


• • • 

2,341 

2,238 

3438 

5.440 

Miscellaneous 

... 


• •• 

11,20S 

11,148 

4401 

6,642 

Xotal ••• 

«•# 



83457 

54,896 

67,593 

1,14,374 


" It will be seen that a large expansion occurred under almost every head, notwithstanding 
the competition of the cart traffic vi& Kohima. The increase is undoubtedly due to the prosper* 
ous condition of Uie people consequent on the excellent harvest. 

" The values of imports under the same heads by the Kohima route, omitting betel-nuts and 
dried fish, which come from Cachar only, were as follows : 


Arllclet. 

Mineral oil 





• ■s 

• •• 

1897*98. 

Rs. 

4.380 

Salt 

• a ft 


• ftft 


-* 

ftftft 

74S 

Piece-goods and yarn 

• •• 


• •• 


• • ■ 

... 

>5,848 

Metals 

SftS 

... 

• ff » 

... 

ftftft 

ftftft 

3.870 

Miscellaneous 

• « ft 


... 

... 

... 

•ft ■ 

26,110 

Total 



fta a 


■ t. 

ftftft 

50,953 


“ The smallness of the import of salt by both routes is noticeable. Manipur, however, produces 
internally the bulk of the salt consumed by its inhabitants, and the greater part of its import of 
foreign salt comes v/H Tammu, the determining causes in favour of that route being the lower 
duty on the Rangoon-imported article, and the rom[i.ruive shortness oi th»' hill ti.insil from the 
Kubo Valley. 

*• q'ljf. \ pori V, . ,1 1 » ,(>( I 1 (H I i 1 1) u »I aiiij/ui .11 1 ti‘*i il, c attlo , and rice , The statistics 

of lalue are shown in the aiiiiextd tablt . 


Cattle 

Tca-ieed 

Rice ... ... 

Miscellaneaiw ... »• 

■0 

XotAl ••• 




L X ports to 

£iportB to 

i * 4 l. 



Kohinra 

Cachar. 





Rs. 

1 

, 

... 





... 

... 

25,800 

25 >aoo 

... 

... 

>0,746 

.... 

20,716 

eu 

• s. 

568 

5.904 

S >772 

OSS 

.s« 

21,284. 

7*.574 

92,858 
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compared with 1896^7, whea exports to CaelMMi*l^te* vahtod at Ra. jfkhave 

figarea abow aa extraordinary lalling'Offt due entirely to 'p dpiatoe ini the teanadM m0lat The 
export of tea'seed, which amoaated to 4,351 auiunda, valu^ ai Ita. 1^74,049 in tho fdrit^er year, 
fell to 645 mauoda, valued at Ra. 05,800 in the year ondev rt^ew. Great loaaea were itacdrred 
in thia trade in i896«97 ; hence probably the decline. 

" On the aubject of manufaeturea, I have no remariiti to offer. I regret to tiy that no 
enquiries for Manipur ailka have followed the effcvts made by Captain Cole to create a demand 
for them in England. 

*' 7. In Appendix Farta I and II, are given statements of the revenue and expenditure of 

the State for the past year, together with correapondlbg figures 
iMnce. jjjpgg preceding years. 

'* The revenue realised amounted to Ra. 3,46,709, as agaioat Rs. 3,19,445 in the year previous. 
If the sale price of the State zamindaris be excluded from the total of the receipts lor 1895-96, 
the revenue of the year just closed exceeds the total of 1895-96, hitherto the highest recorded, 
by Ra. 21,903. This favourable result is due principally to the more punctual re^isation 
of current land revenue and laluf house-tax, but also to the energy displayed by Bub-Deputy 
Collector Babu Raj Kumar Rai in the collection of outstanding arrears under those beads. 
The gross expenditure of the year was Rs. 2,98,133, against an estimated expenditure of Rs. 
2,99,700 and an actual expenditure of Rs. 3,03,072 in 1896-97. 

There were increases under heads Land Revenue, Raja's, Civil List, State establishment, and 
State works, but decreases of more than corresponding amounts under Police, Jatla, and other 
heads. 


" The closing balance shows a sum of Rs. 1,76,644 at credit of the State as against Rs. 1,28,068 
on March 31st, 1897. This sum being larger than the State requires to maintain as a current 
balance, application has been made for sanction to invest a sum of Rs. 50,000 in . Government 
paper. “ — ' 

8. It was noted in last year’s report that the services of a Sub-Deputy Collector had been 
Land rev nue applied for to supervise the land revenue administration of the 

n revenue. State, and in response to this application, Babu Raj Kumar Rai 

was nominated to the post, and joined his appointment in August. The system of land revenue 
administration hitherto in force was described last year by Captain Cole. Four lakpas, officials 
whose position is a sort of compromise between that of tahailoar and mauzadar io .Atoaoif, 
charge of the four divsions called /annas, into which the .Manipur Valley is divided, .toceiving, 
in lieu of pay, commission at the rate of to per cent, on ^thoir collections of land' revenue and 
lalup house-tax. These collections have averaged annually -about half a lakh per panna. Out 
of tl^ir commission, lakpas had to pay their own subordinate establishment, while an independent 
staff of 8 amins, paid by the State, was maintained to measure up new lands and to check 
measurements generally. 

" The introduction of the lakpa system was expensive, increasing expenditure on land 
revenue account from Rs. 4,842 iu 1893-94 to Rs. 29,373' in 1895-96, the year in which it was 
first brought into full working, but it proved for a time very successful in raising the percentage 
of collections. At the end of three years, however, an enormous accumulation of arrears, good 
and bad, amounting to Rs. 86,128 on March 31st, 1897, hxd again taken place, and no amount of 
exhortation or fining of lakpas availed to reduce it. . ' > 

"A few weeks after taking charge, Babu Raj Kumar Kai aubmitted a note on the system he 
found in force, with suggestions for improvement, several of which have been adopted during 
the past year. 

“ In the first place, the charges of the lakpas being unwieldy in size, a beginning made in 
reducing them by constituting the town of Imphal, which ia a well recognized aresu' a separate 
panna. 

“ Next, every lakpa was ordered to furnish security, not as yet on the Assam scale of half or 
one-fourth of revenue to be collected, but for amounts varying from Rs. 5,000 down. ' 

" All connection of the lakpas with settlement business or registration was put an end to, and 
this work was entrusted to the Sub-Deputy Collector working through his field staff. The per- 
formance of this portion of their duties by the lakpas had been marked by eodless delay, and if 
report says true, had been converted by them into a fruitful aource of ilUcitdlCb^P* 

“ Subject to appeal to the Superintendent of the Stale', and, of course, to bis general control, 
the entire management of the State land revenue business in the valley devolved on the Sub- 
Deputy Collector. 

“ Lastly, to put an end to the confusion into which our records had fallen, owing to the absetu r 
of anything in the form of a dagehithaf to which the lands in any given pntia tould l'< i' ii in <1, 
and from which it could be ascertoined where lands were situated, steps \v < 1 c taken to hive t h 
whole valley roughly surveyed by rod during the past working season The cxesting amtn 
establishment was, therefore, abolished, and a temporary-staff of 4-kanungos and 40 amins, on pay 
varying from Rs. ao to Rs. 10, was organised, a survey school bclug started, in which candidatts 
for amins' posts were first trained under the eye of the Sub-Deputy Collector himself. , 

" This staff was actually entertained from 'November,' and proceeded to work in tbc field in 
Uiat month. 

» Up to 3tst Mwob xa area of I93i7a4 kighas, or 64^041 acres, had been surveyed. 
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‘*TiH! total area under fatU at the close of the year 1896^7 was 33,'98s or 84,9^ 

ires. An area of 1,533 /arts was newly settled during the year, and of 331 parts relin<juish 5 i, 
aving the nominal area of 35,1 86 ^artx assessed tp land revenue at its closf^ on which Ae 
emand, at Rs. 5 per j^rt (excepting for new lands, which were assessed at loannas per high^, 
as Rs. i,75,76o~an increase of Rs. 5,835, as compared with the demand of the previouf.; 
ear. ^ 

" house-tax showed a slight decrease in demand from Rs. 53,018 to Rs. 52,470, due 
> revision of assessment, made on houses temporarily occupied for cultivation by persons already 
ssessed in the town of Imphal. 

'* The following tables show the arrear and current demand, collections, and balances of both 
ind revenue and lalup house-tax for the two past years, panna by pattna : 


1896-97. 


Name Ot pdnna. 

Oeuiaad. 

Collection*. 

Balance, 

Arrear, 

Current. 

Total. 

Arrear, 

Current 

' ToM. 

Arrear 

Current. 

1 

Total. 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 ^ 

6 

y 

10 

Ahall y 

Kb. 

Ra- 

1 

R*. 

Ks. 

' R*. 

R*. 

Rc. 

' Rt 

and re\cnue ,i« 

17,669 

4lf765 

54,434 

7,158 

34.504 

41 , 66 * 

5,511 

7,761 

*8,778 

at tp he use-tax 

17 * 

13.548 

13,786 

178 

n ,974 

1 18,15* 

... 

1,574 

1,574 

Nauarlp. 






i 




tiid rtttnuc 

72,417 

49i7M 

71.631 

5.495 

39,555 

1 45,050 

16,978 

9.659 

86 ,S 8 I 

ilup house tax 

7.W4 

15,370 

77,874 

3,387 

. 10,94* 

' 14,3*4 

4**88 

4,4*8 1 8,550 

Kmabau 










nd revenue . | 

I3f4ii 

37 , 44 a 

50,875 

6,447 

31,934 

38,361 

6,986 

5 . 50 & 

17,494 

wf hu '•c tax 

743 

13,506 

13,740 

*43 

n,390 

11.633 

•• 

7,1*6 

7,116 

; MPHAV 










li d rt ti i e 

iB 571 

41,504 

60075 

10 707 

79.183 

59,395 

1 8,319 

17,371 

70,640 

1 1 r 1 ( 13(. tat 

1,163 

10,594 

n "57 

600 

0,756 

1 I0,]S6 

1 -- 

563 

83 H 

1 

1,401 

j i andrevLtiut. 

67 040 

1 , 69,935 * 

7 , 36,963 

79,307 

1 

t,35,I76 j 

i 

1 . 64,476 

37.738 

34.;4v * 

77,487 

otal lalup house tax ' 

I. 

9,d88 

53,018 

67,f06 

4,40J 

44,067 

46.465 

4,685 

8,956 

13,641 

rand t< tai -• 

76 , 1*8 

7, *8,943 

8,99.071 

33,701 

1,79,838 

8*18.943 

48*4*3 

43.705 

86,1X8 


1897-98. 


Name of panna. 


Demand. 


Collection* 

^ Rem IS* loo*. 

Balance 

Arrear 

Current 

Total, 

Arrear. 

Current. 

Total. 

Arrear. 

Current 

Totol 

Arrear, 

Current 

1 Total 

1 

7 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

17 

PT 

Ahalvp 

R* 

Ra. 

Ri 

R*. 

R*. 

R* 

Ra. 

R*. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

R*. 

Ra. 

and retenue 

18,777 

41,956 

54.7*8 

7.150 

38,304 

45,454 

4.186 


4,»86 

1/96 

3.65* 

1 S»48 

j/up hou*e-tai 

1,734 

9,410 

**,»54 

1.158 

8.734 

9,897 



*#■ 

576 

0S6 

1 1,767 

Naharup. 













and revenue 

76,561 ] 

47,979 

74,560 

8.995 

44.801 

53.796 

9,408 


9,406 

8.178 

3,17 b 

J *1,356 

ilup bouie-tax .. 

6,550 1 

7,016 

*5, 506 

3/70 

6,477 

9,54* 

1.768 


1.768 

3,718 

544 

1 4,a$6 

Kharam. 













ind revenue .. 

17,494 1 

38,367 

44*861 

4*751 

89,493 

34,744 

6,113 


6,813 

1,530 

7.874 

1 4,404 

i/up houee-tax 


7,098 

9,114 1 

*1*76 

7,018 

8,796 

676 


676 

167 

60 

1 741 

Laipmam 

7,116 j 












and revenue 

70/40 ! 

39,*49 

59*789 

17,987 

14,56s 

1 

47,547 

1 

4 m 

1 1 


4.111 1 

.5'S 

4 4 

8, a 

) u/> houte-tax 

1.401 1 

10,7)5 

ij 109 


11 ,IM 

T ♦ 

41 


441 

tJj 

t 

It jd 











1 

\ 

\ 


' ' ' ' 


' 1 

H 

1 

M 0 

1 »■> 


1 

1 

[ 


1 < 7 

, 7 

*■ 0 * A 


iH If 

15,1 I- 1 

l, 

I .HO4 

le V'4 1 

1 

1 

1 



7,3''4 

7.774 

1-1 Idi tieniir 

1 

77.487 

1 

1.75,7^0 

7.45,147 1 

( 

33,878 

, 

i,Ao,470 

f 04 1 

1 

_ . - . . J 

1 l.MiO 

j 

3 i,8Bo 

M. 70 

I 1 

i 1^ 

t . /I r Ml 

1 

1 ,5 1 

0 ' 

1 

Afii , 1 

i,077 

4B aco 

54, “1*7 

7 bB; 


8/87 

4,848 

4,770 

9,061 

'«ind total 

86,788 1 

3,86,830 

3(I4 *Si 8 

39»9S0 


8*48,670 

86,767 

... 

8^67 

1MI71 

19,510 

39.081 



** The toial ejq>«iidttere of the year on cecooot oCtwniooyqwo wta, U 

cost of hill bouec'taz eatabliehment, Re. ^>400, agaiaati^ 04if44 Jti 4896*97. 

" The details of the expenditure are ae foilowe : 


Sub- Deputy Collector's pay and allowances 
Office establishment 

l*ic'd II •• ... 

Lakpas' commission ... ... 

Ccnimgcncies 

Total ... 



38,400 


"9. The current demand of the year under hill house*tax amounted to Rs. 55,994 ne 
Hilihouie4as representing a gross demand of Rs. 59 , 7 a 7 i assessed at Rs. 3 pi 

house on 19,909 bouses, as against Rs. 60,687 assessed on 20,22 
houses in 1896-97. The decrease of 320 houses is due principally to the migration of Kukis acro' 
the borders of Manipur Luto independent territory near Somra, and to the Chin Hills, in the trai 
hitherto unoccupied on the west of the Manipur river, 'fhere was a falling-off in collections, s 
compared with the previous year, only Rs. 43,318 being realised, against Rs. 55,17ft leaving an arret 
balance after remission of Rs. 981 old and of Rs 13,779 current arrears. A sum of Rs. 840 0 
account of 28 guns tendered as revenue in the Moirang ‘ lam’ is included in the amount remittci 
The poor collections are due to urgent demands having been received from the Executive Enginee 
at the close of the year, for coolies for lime carriage, and repairs to the cart-road, the supply in 
of whom interfered seriously with the prompt realisation of house-tax due. A larger arret 
balance from the Moirang “ lam," including 91 guns, arrived just too late for inclusion in tl 
1897-98 accounts. 

" 10. The ffshery revenue in Manipur is, considering the limilied size of the valley, a surpri: 
Fuheries ‘*’ 8^7 important souroa of income, and one which appears to b 

“ steadily on the increase, the demand for fish being great, and tb 

price paid for it by the people , according to Bengali idea^, excessive. 

"The demand for the year was Rs. 25,812 carreaJt, and Rs. 5,1x2 arrear, of which Rs. 24,02 
and Rs. 1,255, 25,282 in all, was collated. . . 

" Years of deficient rainfall would seem to favour lessees of fisheries, as the auetion prices f< 
*1898-99 again show an increase, the amount bid being Rs. 27,849 for 1898-99. 

" 12. The only ferry leased out is that across the Jhiri river. This ferry is managed by tb 

Deputy Commissioner, Cachar, half the price bid at auction bein 
paid over to the Manipur State. The share of the State for 189; 
98 was Rs. 940, which was duly realised. 

*'13. Under this head of revenue, Rs. 7,150 was realised, against Rs. il,ii3 >» 1896-97 an 
- I Rs. 8,855 in 1 895-96. The faUiog-off is due tathp difficulty of collcc 

ing the revenue from the bill salt-wells. The <dd system was t 
provide the salt-making Naga villages with iron kafais for boiling the brine, and to levy a tax ( 
Rs. 10 per annum 00 each karat. No karats having been provided for several years, the hil 
men are naturally unwilling to pay what is really a rent for the karats^ now ibat they have t 
make shift without them. The wells in the valley are worked by Manipuris under lease, an 
the revenue upon them is raised without difficulty. The current demand against the latte 
was Rs. 4,515, of which Rs. 4,18a was collected. Of a current demand of Rs. 4,110 against th 
bill-wells, only Rs. 2,801 could be realised. 

"For the reasons explained in last year’s report, remiisioas to the extent of Rs. 2,015 bad t 
be allowed in the case of arrears outstanding from 1896-97, and further remissions will have to b 
made during the forthcoming year. Provision has, however, been made for the purchase of karat 
to prevent a further shrinkage of revenue. 

" There was no expenditure in the year under review under this be^d* 

" 14. From the State forests in Manipur, although these are capable of yielding a consider 

able income, practic^ly no revenue is derived. The total receipt 
' during the year amounted to Rs. 314, against an expenditure 0 

Rs. 787. 

"The two small reserved forests near Imphal, on the Langol and Hei<rnang In. Is, uav. I'n 
season been successfully- protected from fire. The growth of young fon -.t is proci . Jini; rapull 
in the former, and favourably, but more slowly, in the latter, which is an isolated patch of pint 
Cutting is not at present permitted in eilher reserve, 

" 15. The euttam of tea-seed belonging to the State was poor, 30 maunds only, as against 6 
. .. _ . maunds in 1^96-97 and 93. in 1895-96, being brought in. Price 

***““' alsA were low, aod tjbe ceceipts amounted to Rs, i,aoo only, agains 

Rs. 4.ioi. 



*'Tb« M|mBdit»rei}f IAr )Mwr wu R*. tSs a^ciatt lU. 34s. Inelading the State crop, the 
)tal transit trade in Burma awd; ae segktered at Jhisii^t, was <645 mauads, against 4,000 matmds 
1 1895-97. 

“16. The whole excise revenue «{ -the State 4 n devised from a single rauntry liquor shop in 
_ . Inphal, the sale of the license for which yielded Rs. 1,061. The 

whole demand was readised. 


tj, 'This allowance, granted to Manipur in 1834 in consideration of the retrocession to Burma 
„ . „ „ .. by Maharaia ‘Garabhir Singh of his comnests in the Kube Valley, 

Kubo v*i ay compensation. 18 continued to the present Rsja. Its value, osmmnted from 500 

^icea rupees per month, is now fixed at Rs. 6,370 per annum. 

... „ '*1 8. The receipts under this head amounted to Rs. 5,230, against 

M»ee».neo«i «ee.pu. ^ previous year. 

“ The details are as follows : 


Receipts of the Impbat pound ••• 

Sale proceeds of rice ahd dAan ptrehased ^s a precaution ag^ainst scarcity 
Grant-in-aid by Government to Imphal dispensary 
Revenue fines and miscellaneous 


Rs. 

40a 

3 r 259 

650 

919 


Tot> 


5^230 


*'19. The following paragraphs deal with the various branches of the administration not 
3klrcady treated of under the heads of Revenue. 


*^20. The total expenditure under this head was Rs* 29,231, 
against Rs. 23,639 in the previous year. 


^‘The details of the expenditure are as follows : 


College. 



Rs. 

Salaries of Principal and House-guardian ... 

... 

... 

... 5 » 40 o 

Raja’s personal establishment 


... 

1,132 

Private expenses 

f 6 • 

»k. 

^250 

Total ... 

... 


... 12,782 

Maintenance of Raia’sJaxnUy. and temples in Maniour 

... 

... 

.. 3.018 

Pensions to exiles and detenus ... . • 

... 

... 

0,110 

Maintenance of Andaman prisoners 


• •• 

... 1,87s 

Contingencies and miscellaneous 


.ti. 

4,546 

Total ... •• .M •«. ... 

• •• 

... 

... 29,231 


''The cost of the education of the young Raja and his half-brother at the Mayo College in- 
creased from Rs. 9,924 in 1896-97 to Rs. 12,782, and there vi^as also a large increase from 
Rs. 1,055 to Rs. 4,546 under contingencies. This latter increase was due to expenses on account 
of earthquake repairs to the bouses of exiles living in Sylhrt, and to the Nar Singh temple 
rn the same place, to the cost of the reception of the Chief Commissioner, to medical fees for 
attendance on the Raja during his illness in June, and to an allowance granted for the marriage 
of the Raja's eldest sister. 

“24. The total expenditure under this head was Rs. 8,595, against Rs. 7,225 in the 
State estabU.hm.nt .nd contioseaeier. P«vious year. The details are as follows : 


Olbv^ rsi.ibiiJinn t of ♦ 1 r '^nprr- of f ht ..3i.sic 

Mis< rlianeous estaliushinents 

Ti avplhng allowances .. ... 

Forms and stationery , 

rontingencies 


? 021 
215 


70* 


... 8,59s 


I'otal 


• •• 




• a* 
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State pMblicwerlii. 


"at. A Stimiawv tdiiSut srtoeipal beadi «f on 

account of State poolic tveriti n sObj^rined : ‘ ^ 

1 ’ ' 


Cachar-Manipur MUt^-roBd, 

Construction <A, and repairs to, serais and rest-houses see aae 

Repairs to roads ... ... ••• 

Construction of, and repairs to, bridges 

Tools and plant ... ... **• so# 

Establishment see aeo ... 

Total ••• ... a*. .*• 


RSa 

••• SiS^S 

•Oa 

•a* 

M. 

... ao,3o5 


Station and valloy. 

Construction of, and repairs to, State buildings 
Ditto ditto bridges in Imphal 

Ditto ditto bridges on valley roads 

Municipal and sanitary improvements 
Repairs to roads 
Tools and plant 

Municipal and State works establishment ... 

Miscellaneous ... ... ... 


aae 

... 

a. a 

... 

• ea 

•as 


... 5.738 

.» t,s68 

... 8,130 

... 1,383 

... 748 

... 1,366 

... S.oos 

... 3,138 


Total 


3S.<5 oS 


Manipur-Mao cart-road. 
State contribution to repairs ... ... ... 


... 30,000 


Grand total 


... 7S,8io 


*' Expenditure on the Cachar (Jhirighat) bridle-road was heavier than usual, being Rs. 20,305, 
against Rs. 15,02^ and Rs. 15,760 in the two previous years. The increase was due to a large 
expenditure on bridge construction, and to thorough repairs of the road surface being under- 
taken. The road surface, which was in an extremely, bad -state, has now been remade almost 
throughout, from Bishenpur, as far as the Makru river, and, instead of an outward, has been given an 
inward slope. It was at the close of the year in excelle'nt condition. From Makru to Godamghat 
the ruad is still excessively rough. This portion will be taken in hand early next cold season. On 
the low forest portion of the road between Jhirighat and Godamghat, a strip of forest on either 
side of the road has been felled and the road way raised. Four of the larger bridges on this section 
are being converted into suspension bridges^ similar to those spanning the Barak aud other large 
rivers on the road. On the purchase of wire ropes for these bridges, Rs. 4,016 was expended. 
The serais and rest-houses were maintained in good order throughout the year* 

Throughout the valley the roads are repaired by unpaid village labour, the larger bridges only 
being provided for from State funds. The road to Kanchupkbul, as far as the foot of the hills, was 
provided at a cost of Rs. 6,338 with timber bridges fit for wheeled traffic within the year. The 
first stage on the road to the Tangkhul hills was also raised and widened to adapt it for cart*traffic. 
The other valley roads were maintained in a good state ol repair. 


(n) Manipur-Mao carUroai. 

23. The total expenditure of the year on this work was Rs. 1,20,984, of which Rs. 
imp.ri.1 public w.rk.. was expended OH repairs xpaR., 57,135 on original works, 

road was in good order and pMsable, although ^at times with 
difficulty in wet weather, throughout the year. The original wprk done comprised several new 
stone bridges, in particular a large 3-archod bridge over tne Makhan stream, two atone bungalows 
completed at Mao and Maram, respectively, and two others, on which work was well advanced by 
March 3i8t, at Kangpokpi and Kanglatombi. 


( 6 ) Nov Residency, 

" The new residency was almost completed as to internal fittings during the year. Farniture 
for the dining-room, drawing-room and Political Agent’s study was suppl’u-d by thr tVorhs 

Department at a cost of Rs. 2,300. The building was for the first time oi < -ipied on ihe ui 
of the Chief Commissioner’s visit. 


{c) Manipur Ctntontnent, 

‘’Work on the sanctioned cantonment within the p&t was vigorously prosecuted, the building 
of unmarried men's barracks in the corner of the pd/, opposite the residency, being far advanced . 

TKa AwnAnitifnrA tffnrSnor ftiA VA9t* tiraia Qa w a** 19 « t fit ^ aA 



Public health and sanitation. 


' 24. Fever in an epidemic form and of a fatal type was prevalent throughout the valley during 

the rainy season. There were no epidemics of cholera or small- 
pox. At the beginning of the cold weatberi the Naga villages 
on the northern frontier near Mao were also attacked with epidemic fever, and gr^at mortality 
resulted. The half dried up condition of the iAi/s, and even of the l^gtak lake, probably helj)ed 
to produce this unusually severe type of fever in Manipur, for, as a rule^ the Manipuri population 
suiters marvellously little from the effects of malaria. 


Owing to the scanty rainfall in March following on two years of unusual dryness, a great 
srarcity of water is now being experienced over the whole valley. The well in the sadr bazar, 
r< ferre-d to in last year's report, has long been virtually dry, and the only good drinking water in 
thi station available to the public has been that from the carefully protected serai tank. I 
have no doubt of the superiority of tanks over wells in Manipur as a source of supply for drinking 
purposes, provided they are deep, kept free fiom weed, and protected from pollution. 

Conservancy arrangements in the station and cantonment are good, and the incinerators con- 
litiUe to w*ork satisfactorily. 


“ There is one dispensary only in Manipur, that in Imphal The daily average of out-patients 

attending it in 1897 w’as 27*21, against 27*39 in 1896, and of in- 
Dispcnsary, psticnts 7*91, against 961. Six major and 74 minor operations 

were performed. The former were alt cases of lithotomy, 4 being successful. Hospital Assistant 
Lachman Ptrshad is well spoken of by Surgeon-Captain Wood, Civil Surgeon, but there is great 
r M d of a second Uobpital Assistant to look after the jail and police hospitals, and to assist in 
nines of epidemic. 

'* Excluding Vaccination, the State expenditure under head Medical was as follows 


Allow nner to Civil Surgeon 
Hospiul establishment 
linz u inediL ncs . . 
Faropc'vr mediLines 
Diet jf pAl ent’^ 

( t»ntir lCihus 


... I 

... 869 

670 

7 


1 otal 


... 


*' I hr pay of the Hospital Assistant is borne by Government, which also furnishes a grant-in- 
iid of 650 towards the dispensary expenses. 

^'Tlir total number of vaccinations performed during the year was 19,054, of which 18,969, or 

99 55 cent., wcic returned as successful. Successful vaccina- 
Xacnnation tioiis in the two previous years numbered 16,708 and 17,319. 

\ accination is popular in Manipui, and, among the more juvenile portion of the population, is almo&t 
i nivrrsal. '1 he total expenditure incurred by the Slate on vaccination account was Rs. 1,544, of 
whuh Rs. 834 was for salaries of vaccinators, and Rs. 710 on account of lymph and contingencies. 
J he average cost per successful operation was anna one and pies two. 


Law and Justice. 


*'25. The Courts having jurisdiction in Manipur are— 


(1) the Court of the Political Agent ; 

(2) the Court of the Superintendent of the State ; 

(3) tbc Court of the Assistant Political Agent in his capacity as Assistant to the Superintend- 

ent of the State ; 

(4) the Chirap Court; 

(5) the Courts of the Town and Rural Panchayais. 

“ All cases in w'hich British subjects are concerned as accused in criminal cases, or as defend- 
ants in civil suits, are disposed of by the Political Agent. 

his Court on the Criininal s df f r r< f «t 1 f| i<< ^Mt^| j < t pro*. ( < 1 to Inal 

II wliuh 20 pi r ci in ^ n n ui« ^ »» i| nl » u i i » j[ im * j r jf on* (,| th^^e, 

tvsi ti 111 1 ert drivers vw rt in 11 n ^ i' knl i 11 , j , 1*^ \i( r*- lurg' d fnr vv nil of 

\ ''<TM H!(i tlic ollici I th I .. c'tht igi I Oil P O' t t( rmi to in paiigraph 4,111 whuh 

1 { on\ II 1 10x1 was rccordfd, I nt Kvers^d on the case coming before the Clm f Commibsiom r for 
I oniirnialion. 1 he other casib wire not important. 

“Onthf Civil side, 69 buits were instituted dn^’ng thf *er| 70, of which 40 ^ ntcstcd, 

disposed of in addition to 29 Mane oil*- ind 1 niesf c asf s ] nt bum of Rs. 50^ was realised 
freau the salt of court-fte stamps and rrediud to Go^eiaincnt. 
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*■ N T1|0 af the State dia{ii«ee« m 

the £Vh>v/ Court, Md, «e «n original eeart, of 
cHiaiiiid nppeule were preferred doriog the yeiet 
and 5c remeined peodiag at the Oloae of the yeact 

** On (he Criminal aide the Saperiateodent of State dMpoaea of all po^ odeea t» ItOplial 1 
' and of anch caaea ia the vailejr aa are not within the rampetenee of the •CkiMM Qhtrt, or 
been apecialhr referred to the police for enqainr. The tfhry few criminal hahei'wttitfght to c 
among biSinen are atao diapoaed of by him* The aaaeiced table ahowa the dOtaUe of ode 
reported and caaea.tried in the Court of the Superintendent of the State, eaaea laead falae b 
omitted ; 



Defcriptioii of 

Otroneci. 


Co*oo aetoitly 

iwrii# hub 


Poroota 


nniBDtr oi 

offcnco* rcpoftod. 

DraiKQI 

tnoL 

'Xt.qQUted. 

Corvictdri. 


Murder ..e 

t 

• •• 

• • 

sa« 

as. 

Culpable homicide 

I 

1 


1 

I 

Robbery and dacotty 

8 

I 


1 

I 

Theft) house-breaking) etc. 

138 

IS 

8 

10 

xS 

Cattle-theft ... v 

10 

10 

9 

10 


Other offences ... 

87 

65 

n 


126 

Total ... ess 

>35 

93 

28 

137 

1^5 


" As an original Civil Court, the Superintendent of the State disposed of 39 cases out o 
instituted. These were almost all cases in which British subjects sued Manipuria. All such 
in future be referred to the Chirap Court. 

Miscellaneous cases are cases of a civil nature involving hillmen, or of a political nai 
between bill villages. Various matters of an executive nature are also included. Of such ca 
319 Were instituted and 301 decided, as against 185 decided in the previous year. 

*'The following table shows the work disposed of by the Chtrap Court and the Town Pam 

yat : 


Courtf. 

Appeali 

Original caeec. 

Pending at 
beginning of 
rear. 

iBOtltatod. 

Decided. 

Reipainfd 

ptiidiog 

Pending at 
beginuing of 
yoor. 

iNtltttked. 

Decided. 

Pew 

1 

1 

s 

3 

4 

S 

6 

9 

S 

fl 

Chtrap*-^ 










Civil 


14 

«s 

47 

SS 

38 

366 

a&t 


Criminal ... 

t.. 


•vs 

es. 

see 

••s 

5S 

44 


Town Panehayai^ 










Civil ... 

•ffS 

s.s 

see 

•c« 

es. 

t.Ma 

S44 



Criminal ... 

• «a 

... 

see 

••• 

as* 

5 

la 

17 

• I 


" The Panehayai Court has, it will be seen, succeeded in working off its heavy list of arre 

" 26. The annexed table shows the strength of the State Military Police force at commei 
Pohc*. meat add close of the year, respectively : 


Sanctioned Wrsngth ... 

IfS 

£nttipoan 

Wp 

fee 1 

N t 

1 kC. 

*3 

\on com (I* 1 

oil ^ 

50 

3 )i> 

Strength, giat Marah iSpy... 

tee 

/fe* eee 

13 

SO 

338 

Strength, 3iat March 1898.W 

tarn 

4 

eta see 

13 


33 « 













'* Th« 4iatrib«tioa of tbe force it ootpoati ob jtit March 1898 was aa fi^ws t 


Kohtma road (3 posti} 
Caehar » (4 >• ) 
Burma * (a „ ) 
Shnganu a*a 
Tangkhul Hills (3 posts) 


#aa Soo ato 

aaa pss aoo 

aal as* sss 

aa« ««a 

•ae aaa ass 


Nuife NMsttnmtMlMMd 


oUcMNk dfltacn, 

at* sss 3 

so* as* t 

sss sss 9 

sss ssa I 

... I 4 


Mcvt 

18 

16 

11 

6 

34 



"There has been a great inprovement in the State RoUde force since the adoption of the 
'Stem of payment wholly in cash, instead of partly in cash and partly in lan 4 

"The casualties during the year were 6 deaths, ig dismissed, 37 discharged at own request, 
id 4 as medically unlit, total 56 ; absence without leave continues to be the principal offence, 
ne rifle was stolen during the year, under circumstances which make it probable that a sepoy 
as the offender. 


" The details of expenditure on account of the State Police force for the past three years are 
impared below : 


— 

iS^S-ffirs 

1896^7. 

i 8 g 7 < 08 a 

1 

a 

s 

4 






Rt. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

w and travelling allowance of Commandant 

III 

... 

•ee 

S,i 66 

ta^oa 

33 

of the force 

<M 

«ti 

asa 

... 

39.389 

48 . 4>5 

431601 

'jildings ... 

SM M« 

• 

•aa 


a.lfl 7 

S.S 4 I 

5.885 

rms and accoutrements 

tee !•« 

• 

ssa 

... 

eee 

846 

7»933 

1,096 

othing 

e«e 

• ee 

tee 

* • • 

aas 

aaa 

a, 81 7 

cdical charges ... 



ass 

a.. 

659 

194 

470 

eucal establishment 

••• ««« 

•a* 

asa 

• •• 

600 

600 


I'ceManeous ... 

SSI SIS 

asa 

tas 


h 900 

3 « 4 I 3 

3.«76 

w of Ci\il Police **« 

SIS III 

IIS 

saa 


3,29a 

».734 

2 . 4*3 

.*tal ••• ess 

•fS IIS 

asa 

asa 

tee 

53 bO»S 

79 »a 3 i 

58,901 


" 27. The total number of admissions into the State jail during the year was 7 political prison- 
. ers, 74 under>trial8, and 72 convicts. The daily average in 

^ ' confinement was 53 convicts and 77 under*trial prisoners. The 

imher of prironers confined on the 31st March was 41 convicts and 14 nnder*trial prisoners, as 
im pared with 75 convicts and 3 i under«trisl$ on the corresponding date of 1896-97. The 
lily average of sick was 5'36 against 3'62, and 3 deaths, 3 from (ever and t from dysentery, 
■curred during the year. There were 10 escapes, against 17 in 1896-97, and 6 escaped prisoners 
rre recaptured. The convicts were employed principally on road-making and tank-digging in 
iphal. The system of out-jails, of which there were 3 at the beginning of the year, was abandon- 
, as the labour iii these establishments was in no sense penal, and the convicts, who were prac- 
;alty under no supervision, could be more usefully employed in the station. 

" The following table compares the expenditure of the past three yea rs : 


— 

i 895 < 9 «w 

i 89 S« 07 a 

1897.98- 

1 

a 

e 

4 







Ra. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

tidings ... 

ee« 

« as 

..a 

ssa 

.sa aas 

asa 

67 

»59 

tions 

aaa 


sas 

... 

a*« •sa 

930 

3.435 

2,156 

a^’l^'Kmcnt 

... 

las 

»«■ 


a fca • 

>. 5'5 1 

1,740 

1.558 

'thing 

as. 

... 

a 

... 

set fa« 

33a 

64S 

423 

crllaiieous 

aa« 


aa» 

• •s 

• M 

9«4 

868 * 

84? 

^al 

... 


e*s 

*** % 


3.691 

8.758 

5 .« 3 ^' 





\ 






" The cash receipts were Rs. 1 14, against Rs. in the previous year. 





''afi. At tlie <do$e of the year tWe were o prftBWPf t oiM^e ( 

Manipur. Of fhe pifkmr smla. 4 are itf fewh^ i mt^inajies : 

EdMitioa. ^ teroet MUagea ia tlw hHk, ^e aehocil 


• 

CtMf of IclMOiBe 



tlnsrtmr nt 

•SSSs.^ 

Nombor of fdieU 
art on tke foil, 
$u)t Morcb ley^ 

' ‘ 1 

Aforodo ; 
mo 4 aiMsc fi 
)«or. 

1 

0 


1 4 

S 

Middle English s.. e.* ... 

1 

50 

43 


Pninary ... ••• ••• 

9 

554 

S 64 

37;: 


"The Johnstone Middle English School, an Institution aided by Government, shows a falling 
off in numbers, due to the opening of a regimental school, which took away a number of Gurkha 
children. 

"This school is at present in a transition stage. 1 ^ till two years ago, it was virtuall 
a primary school with an attendance of over too boys. These having mostly been draft* d oil t 
the new primary schools, the number of pupils reaclwd a very low iigure, and can only be increase 
by the entrance of boys who have pa«sed the Lower Primary Examination from the path%alas 
Eight so passed at the last examination, and to encourage them, scholarships of Rs. a each hav 
been awarded to all of them joining the Johnstone School. 

"That there was no greater increase in the attendance at primary schools, is to be attribute 
to the unhealthy nature^ the season from April to November. 

"The State expenditure on education during the year amounted to Rs. 4,760, which was di 
tributed as follows : 


Contribution to Johnstone School 
Saiaries to teachers of primary schools 
Purchase of books and stationery 

Bttiidings eee see 

Inspection •e* eee 

Miscellaneous eee eee 


R*. 

• es 500 

... 1,796 

... I|iOi 
497 

a.. 4^^ 

... 40 ^ 


Total 


ee. 


if. 




4 » 7 ®v 


Expenditure in 1896-97 


... 4,619 


" ap. Three postal lines are kept np in Manipur, of which two, viz,, the line to Kohima an 
. ^ ... . Upper Assam and that to Tammu on the Burma frontier, ai 

Port an etecras . maintained by the State. The third to Silchar, which is the mai 

line of communication with India, is wholly maintained by Government. 


" Details of the outlay by the State on postal communication are given below : 

Tammu line «se eee eee toe bee ass 

Kohlmu If ee. eee eee etc eee 

Kairong post offlCO eee eae tee ••• .«• e«. 

Miscellaneous ••• ... eee e.e lee ... 


a*. 

660 

3 > 53 a 

19s 

183 


Tout 


4 .-.C/ 



Total tor 1896^ 


... 4.555 
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<*304 ExpeBdItunitadef tUs head MBMinted to iMiS* TheffriQci^ item wu one of 

Ri. '6j433 expeoded on the purchaxe of rice and dhtn at the 

MifMifeMow •saemlitui*. beginning of the year in the anticipation of a farther period <H[ 

high price* and scarcity* Fortnnately for the State* thia anticipation waa not verided ; but aa 
prices fell to a eery low point, and hare not yet risen, the State will be rather a heavy loser on 
this particnlar transaction. 

“Among other items incinded nnder this head were Ra. i,4co for expenses of the celebration ’ 
of Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee, Rs. 319 for the purchase of ancient Manipnri manusm-ipts* 
and Rs. 600 for the purchase of an Australian pony>stallion for stud purposes. 

e Manipur! manuscripts, *3 in number, which were bought (or the State library, are all 
written in the ancient “Meithei” character, now gradually becoming obsolete. A few of the works 
are of historical interest, but the majority are of a mythological nature. Including a number pur« 
chased since the close of the year, it is probable that the collection of these old Manipuri works 
now in the State library comprises the greater portion still extant of this ancient literature. I 
have been at considerable pains to make the collection as full as possible. It now remains to have 
the books transliterated and translated, while a fair number of Manipuri pandits still remains 
capable of carrying out the work. The language used is often obscure and unintelligible to the 
modern Manipuri. 

“31. The number of licenses for the possession of fire«arms at the end of 1896 was 66, of 

which 15 were in possension of British and 51 of State subjects. 

FuMrau. license was cancelled and 9 new licenses were granted in 

1897, leaving 74 licenses at the end of the year, of which British subjects hold a a and State 
subjects 52. 

“33. The Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty the Qaeen>Einpress was celebrated in Manipur on 

the aist June and three following days with great enthusiasm. 

Diamond Jubilee. Twcnty-Sve prisoners were released in honour of the occasion, 

and Manipuri and Naga nnuichest polo, hockey matches, sports, and pony>races, and a display of 
ti re- works also formed part of the celebrations, all being attended by great crowds of spectators. 

“33. The great earthquake of rath June, which proved so calamitous throughout the greater 

part of the province of Assam, was felt in Manipur as a severe 
Eaithqiuka of isth juod. shock, but wos not of sufficient violence to do any serious damage. 

One or two chimneys were shaken down in the station, a retaining wall near Khongnem-Makhong 
guard on the Kohima road collapsed, and somi damage was done to the rest-house, built of sun- 
dried bricks, at Nungba on the Cachar road. No life was lost. The new residency, a massive 
brick building just completed, was quite uninjured. The shock is said by Manipuris, who 
remember the earthquake of January 1869, to have been of far less intensity than that felt on that 
disastrous occasion. 

“34. Manipur was garrisoned throughout the year by the 44th Gurkha Rifles^ and till March 

three companies of the 43rd Gurkha Rifles also formed part of the 
garrison. Two of these three companies left Manipur in March en 
route for Gilgit, and shortly after the close of the year, the remaining company was also transferred, 
leaving the garrison at its normal strength of one regiment. The Kaopum guard on the Cachar 
road and the Khongnem-Makhong guard on the Kohima road are held by detachments from the 
regiment in Manipur. The Kalanaga guard on the Cachar road^ is garrisoned by troops from 
Silchar. 


“ 35. The Aya Pure! Major released during the previous year died during the past year at 

Brindaban. The other political pri.soner6 and deteuu!. are living 
quietly at .Sylhet, Hrindaban, and ilazaribagh. 


Political prisoners. 


••36. His Highness Chura Chand Raja and his half-brother Digendra Singh resided at the 

Mayo College, Ajmcrc, throughout the year. Both brothers are 
The minor Ra|’a. favourably reported upon, and their education is progressing 

satisfactorily. The Raja suffered from a severe and even dangerous artack of typhoid fever in 
June* but happily made a good recovery. During the current year the two brothers are spending 
their vacation in the hot season with Colonel Loch at Mussoorie. 
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3* The Chief CommlMloirtr vlelted Manifttr V/4 the 47th 

7 the and February, retd^niiie Igr the same raetd. Darien i 

OmtCMrnMonsr'ivaitioMsmpitr. be-ditcuiae/ at teqgtlf Wth Mr, FdrtmMaaaa the^J 

Deputy Collector the pr>inciples on which the land aettletnent then la |nro|We$$ should 1 
conducted, and be took the opportunity to impress com them the necesill^ of imiductmg t1 
operations in the simplest manner possible, «e.deci4sa that a cadastral sur^y^ which had bei 
at first contemplated, was not called for, and that Only a rough rod survey ahoula DO carried ot 
It being tno$t Wortank tbnt the land revenue •yatem estobUshed during of ragetl- 

•hottld be on 4u^ iitnple lines that it can be maintained by the Raja without difficulty wh 
he succeeds to the The questions of the administration of the State fofOit$« and of tl 

amount of the contribution of the State towards the annual maintenance ^charge of the Ms 
Manipur road, which have formed the subjects of separate correspondence with thb Governme 
of Inoia, were also discussed, and enquiries were made with a view to selecting a site for the futu 
residence of the Raja. 

BHUTIAiSi 

4. The Bhutias bordering on the Kamrup district were quiet and behaved well during the yn 

^ „ The only occurrence of note was the migration to the Kht 

BhutiM vMitinc Kemrup. Hills of some 90 Bhutias who bad left their homes on the Kamr 

frontier in fear lest they should be impressed as coolies to repair the houses of the Oomla Lan 
which were destroyed in the earthquake of the tath June 1897. The Oomla Lama made a requf 
that these people should be sent back to him, but was informed, thiough bis subordinate, t 
Badaru Lama, who met the Deputy Commissioner of Kamrup at Darranga, that the Briti 
Government would neither force them to return, nor place any obstacles in their way should tb 
of their own free will desire to return. It has since been ascertained that ail, with the except! 
of four, were previously resident in British territory. They have been allowed to settle in t 
Khasi Hills, and a watch is beiiig kept on their movements. The incident is not of importam 
and is not likely to lead to any complications. 

A c^uard, consisting of 1 havildar, 1 naik, 1 lance naik, and to sepoys of the 43nd Gurk 
Rifles, and t writer>constabIe and* a constables of the ‘Civil Police, was stationed at Darranga ; a 
a guard of 1 jemadar, i havildar, 2 naiks, 2 lance naiks, f bugler, 22 sepoys, and i doctor of t 
4and Gurkha Rifles, and i writer*c unstable and 4 constables of the Civil Police, was station 
at Subankhata during the cold weather of 1897-9S. 

5. The Darranga and Subankhata fairs lasted, as usual, from ist January 1898 to 31st Mai 

1898 ; the former was attended by i,$oo Bhutias, against 1,200 

1896*97, and the latter by 900 Bhutias, against 500 in i8o6-< 
The total number of Bhutias who attended the fairs daring the year was 4,400, against 1.700 
1896-97, showing an increase of ^00, which is said to be attributable, to some extent, to 1 
Bhutias in the bills having sustained the loss of their crops owing to the earthquake 
the tath June 1897, and been thus compelled to come to the plains for rice. The trs 
statistics show that articles to the value of Rs. 15,687 and Rs. 7,052, respectively, w< 
imported to, and exported from, Darranga fair, against Rs. 5.647 and Rs. 9,752 in 1896*1 
The decrease in the exports occurred chiefly under the head of ert silk, the export of rice havi 
increased. Articles to the value of Rs. 2,262 and Rs. 3,263, respectively, were imported 
and exported from, Subankhata fair, against Rs. 1,951 and Rs 2,279 ^he year 1896*1 
The increase in the trade done at this fair may be due, to some extent, to the shop-keepers i 
using short weights as a result of the warning they reoeired in the previous year. 

Both these fairs passed off quietly, and the general health of the people attending thi 
was good. 

6. The Bhutias visiting the Udalguri and Gbagrapara fairs gave no trouble. No relial 

wh»h>. vbifaiur n>rr...» statistics of the numbers that attended are available, but it is s. 

that comparatively few Bhutias visited the Udaiguri fair, while I 
number that cams to Ghagrapara fair did not show so great a falling*off. At both fairs the i 
ports from the hills showed a decline, and the exportt an increase. 

The usual annual allowance of Rs. 5,000 was paid to the Bhutias by the Subdivisions! Offii 
of Mangaldai on the s6th February 1S98, together with other presents, antd in heturn tl 
presented to the Government 1 pony, a blankets, 6 bandkerebiets, a Bhutia cups, and Rs 
In gold. 

The Charduar Bhutia Sat Rajas came in to Tespar on the 31st February 1898, and were pi 
their posa allowance of Rs. 2,526-7 in cash with other presents. They in return presenl 
one yak's tail, 3 grey blankets, and a bag contaiuing some spices. 

The Thebengia Bhutias visited Tezpur oa the 14th March 1898 and took their p 9 sa allowar 
of Rs. 145-13*6 with the usual accompaniment of scarlet broad cloth, etc. 

The Bhutias who came down to receive fota payments this year were cleaily ylv''!! to u 1 i 
stand that they have no longer any bokttiyit claims upon any ot our plains pi opl' , i 1 t 
there must be no oppression or extortion practised against any of o n 'iiliiects on nam ot sio >[>, 
of posa paymenU. 

Akas. 

7. The Kapaschor Akas visited Tezpur on the lath March 1898, and received their p 

u— allowance of Rs. 536 and presents of cloths, etc Tl 
presented to Government one sword and eight bows and arro 

Tfc4J^****lhhoa Akas came down on the i5tfa April 1898, and received their posa allowai 
of Ulu to cash with the ttsual prescata of clothe ate., and gave s blankets ns n present 



OAfLAS., 

8. A womma namad ParanO) i?1i« waa oae of a pai*^ of iia<3ve ebo|f«a of Dikrai tea 
^-i.- garden in Oarrang wlio deaerted from tile garden Hi Auguat 1896 

and wandered into the Dafla HiUa> arrived at a neighliOuring garden 
in May iS97i having made Her escape from the Hitt Daflas, hy whom tiie|MUty had been detained 
slaves^ , From subsequent enqoiries it appeared that two of the coottea bdd ainep died in the 
lulls, and three, including Paraao, bad escaped. The posa usually pMd to the Hilt Daflas was 
•(topped to compel the restoration of the remaining captives, fire of whom have since been 
recovered. 

Tbe conduct of the Daflae waa otberwise generally good, and waa paid to the plains 
Daflas at usual. 


9, A small party of Apa Tanangs came down early in the cold weather to enquire if they might 

.trade as usual. They were allowed to do to. Another party of 
ApKXuMgi. came down subsequently, and were employed 

at Juyhing and Kodom gardens. They went back to their villages aher staying for about three 
weeks in tbe plains, and no difficulty arose in connection with their visit. The leaders in last 
year's raid are said to have been fined by their community. 


The Dafla settlement at Hatilung is reported to be unhealthy, and the gaonbura or headman 
IS anxious to remove elsewhere. 


MiRts. 

10. Our relations with the Tarbotia and Panibotia Miris were satisfactory. Tbe Subdivisional 

Officer, North Lakhimpur, visited the Panibotia Mirt village of Beni 
in February last for the purpose of inspecting the trigonometrical 
survey pillars, and was hospitably entertained. He understood that there would be no difficulty 
n penetrating a considerable distance into the Miri Hills. 

A sum of Rs. 837 in cash and salt to the value of Rs. 69 were paid to these Miris as posa. 

The conduct of the Saraks was as good as could be desired. They bad a lafge camp at 
I'orduloni as usual. A sum of Rs. 349>7>9 was paid to them as posa. 

The Ghasi Miris at Chauldboa and on tbe Dbal river made no complaint during the year 
tgamst the hill Ghasis. Large numbers of these men came, as usual, to Dibrugarh. 


Abors. 


II. Many Doha Abors visited Dibrugarh, as usual, to receive their posa, and their conduct 

was satisfactory throughout the year. 


Doha Abors. 


A Doha Abor of the Parek Hills, north-west of Dijmur, came down to live in British 
orritory, having left the hills, as he stated, through fear of being sold to Abors further up the hills 
vs a punishment for intriguing with a woman. He was ordered to live at Kopsan Chapori, but 
.vent back to his home without permission. 


1 2. Large numbers of the Passt Meyongs visited Dibrugarh to make purchases in our bazars. 

D...I Now-a-days they rarely go to Sadiya, as they receive no posa. 

Some twenty families have settled in the plains, and there are 
lumbers of others who wish to follow their example, if permitted to do so. With regard 
0 Passis ^tiling in the plains beyond the Inner Line on the Sadiya frontier, the Chief Commis- 
>ioner has issued orders that they may be allowed to remain, subject to the condition that they pay 
}o1t-tax to Government. This taxation has been insisted on with the object of demonstrating to 
he settlers that British territory extends to the foot of the hills and is not limited to the 
'ountry south of the Inner Line. 


1 3. Tbe Bor Abors are still under blockade, but it is proposed to raise it next col d weather, 

if the tribe remains quiet and gives no trouble. It is reported 
that one rifle stolen during the Abor expedition of 1894 is still 
the possession of the Silli gam. 


Dor Abors or Padnoif. 


Mishmis. 

14* The blockade against these tribes was raised during Large numbers of fhem 

^ , visited SaJiva, an! t hey were, on the whole, well behaved. 'I he 

II 1 atta*; and Asi>i' t.inl Tolitiral < »»ip er. Mr, Ncfjham, reports that ‘^ome of 

'em jnlfercd all the large naiU from the Gbootnioaia bridge ne%ir l)i krang during the cold 
ra^on, cutting them out of the wood with their daos. They have since been w'ariietl against such 
‘1 fts. It is reported that a few of them worked on the Bomjur road this year, and it is hoped 
hat it will be possible to get more work done by them next year. 

15, As usual, large numbers of the Digarus visited wSadiya. The Deputy Coinmib'aioner's 

order referred to in last year's report, prohibiting their entering 
Digarufl. British territory south of the Brahmaputra without a pass from the 

Kslstant Political Officer, Sadiya, was fairly effective. The Assistant Political Officer received 
oticc that a gbod many of them bad crossed the river without passes and were tapping robber ia 
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tb« forests on the soath side of the mode seeersl ottemphl to orrest them, 

without success. Some Dieorus found In Dihrufitdi yrithont |mmw«s were uryoetedi And seni 
Sudiya under an escort of Military Police. Thesejpei^e asIcM for permiiskn to seeic nil 
on the right bank oi the Dihong and to the north of Sadiy% but were prohibited from cros 
the Dihong, as their doing so might cause eomplitotions with the Passis. l>ev will alsc 
prevented from tapping rubber in the jungles to ^ north of Sadiya wbicb are cminiied by 
Chulikattas. 


Khamtis and Singphos. 


i6. All the Khamtis bordering on Sadiya have been well behaved during the year ur 
... report. Under the piWnit given last year to hunt elephani 

' * the Difo Kbet beyond the Inner Line, Chousa Oohain, the Khi 

Chief, and Ningru Samon, the Singpbo Chief, jointly dhught five elephants and paid Rs. 500 
royalty. The conduct of the Khamtis at North Lakhimpur was satisfactory. 


1 7. The conduct of our Singpho neighbours was all that could be desired. Ningru San 

and a few other chiefs owning oar allegiance are now discard 
the religion of their forefathers (which consisted in propitiat 
evil spirits called " nats" in Singpho) and taking to Buddhism, and they have erected Bt 
Changs in their villages, which a're in charge of Bafus, or priests. 


A quarrel arose recently between the Singphos and Khamris resitling up the Noadih 
and Tengapani on account of a defamatory report said to have been spread by Ningru Same 
Bapu against a Khamti Bapu residing in a Phakial village near Margherita. Ningru Same 
Bapu is a young and inexperienced Singpho, while the other is a middle>aged venerable-look 
Khamti, who has apparently acquired great infiuence among certain Khamtis. The latter 
travelled all over Burma, and possesses a long flat iron with a Burmese inscription engra 
on it, which is said to have been given to him by an ex-ktogof Burma. The Khamti Bapu brou 
a case cf defamation in Mr. Needham’s court againsi Ningru Samon’s Bapu. The facts of 
case were that Ningru Samon's bad published a report in Chousa Khamti chief's vill, 

to the eflert that the Khamti Bapu lived with a woman and had had a child by her. Nin 
Samon defended his Bapu with great vehemence, saying that he, too, had heard the report. W 
the case came up for trial, Mr. Needham found that the imputation was admittedly made, 
could not be substantiated, and directed Ningru Samon's Bapu to apologise publicly to 
Khamti Bapu (the latter having stated he would be satisfied if this were done). The ‘apology 
made in the presence of a large concourse of Khamtis, Singphos, Dowaniyas, etc., who altem 
to hear the result of the case, which was thus satisfactorily settled. 


Nacas on thr Lakhimpur and Sibsagar Frontiers. 


18. In consequence of frequent complaints of thefts of iron, cattle, etc., by Nagts, from 
u .L I IV. * works of the Assam Railways and Trading Company at Ledo 

Nse.. on tb« Ukl..mp«rfr«.t«r. Margherita, Mr. Needham was deputed to enquire » to who 
culprits were, and what steps were necessary to prevent these petty crimes. From a report i 
mitted by him it appears that the thefts which took place during the rains were the work of Nai 
living close to Ledo, but that during the cold season the Rangpang Nagas were generally the thiev 
For the purpose of preventing these thefts, the Chief Commissioner sanctioned an increase' 
the strength of the Military Police guards at Ledo from it to ao men, and the establishment 
a guard of 10 men at Tikak, the detachments being required to perform regular patrols in 
neighbourhood. Since these measures were taken no more thefts have been reported. 1 
removal of the Ledo stockade to a more suitable site was also sanctioned, and barracks j 
being built at the new site. j 


The coolie boy, Sonaya, who was kidnapped by a Tikak Naga and sold to Rangpa^st 
February 1897, was recovered during the year by the joint efforts of'Malo Naga, f^ief of Tik 
and Janbtng, gam of Bisa, and the reward of Rs. 100 offered in the case was divided eqna 
between them. '' ' 

Twenty-five other coolies were recovered during the course of the year under report fr 
the Phakial Singpho and Naga villages. Some of them said that they were kidnapped by Na| 
and sold to other Nagas further up tbt hills, but all such statements should^ be adopted w 
caution, as most of the coolies tear prosecution and penalties if they admit having desert 
All these coolies had been employed by the Railway Company ; those who had their agree me: 
still to work out, were made over to the Company, and the others were discharged. 

The Chief Commissioner has approved of a proposal that Mr. Needham should assume, for 
hill tracts in the neighbourhood of M^g’gherita , the political functions whuhhe exercises at ''•vii 
and that, for this purpose, he should visit Margherita three or foui tunes a year The dI.i.hI 
this arrangement is to establish a firmer political control over the n i^as of the i Hiku> ilum 
has ^en possible to exercise hitherto. 


Two Nagas of the Narosong Hilts were tried on a charge of Lipinn.^ lubber in reserv' 1 tur 
without pass. They were each sentenced to rigorous imprisoument (or 1 5 days. 

M .. -.V erv . 1 -. *9* Nagas from the Phoilung, Mullung, Barsbima, Khamliing,{ 

Nhbs on the sibnesr irentier Ra^on %augs paid visits of couttcsy to the DeputyComn 

sNNiri, Sibsagar, and, as usual, made presents of goats, spears, daos^ etc., to Government. 

J 



Ki b ti>« two prtvioM yeiri, « Military Police guard wa« aUtionod at CberMeo to prevent the 
Nagai of tlie Kangon and other ek^ngsitom usiag the Tim path. The Magaa gave no trouble, 
but did not pay any portion of the fine imposed upon them in 1895 for tmmiag the godown of the 
Cheddeo garden. 

There were 6 case8-«>3 under the Indian Penal Code and 3 under the Bengal Excise Act, 
1878,— <*agaio8t Nag^s in the ssdr subdivision, but none of them were of any importance. 

Besides cases hctually brought to trial, there were several thefts of paddy and cattle which, 
there can be little doubt, were committed by Nagas. A considerable number of stolen cattle are 
probably disposed of to Nagas by the thieves. 

A complaint of ilUtreatment made by some Nagas against the manager of a garden in Jorbat, 
where they bad gone to trade, was on enquiry found to be false. 




Naga Hills District. 

20. As in previous years, political relations were maintained with-* 


(0 The Trans-Dikhu tribes. 
(<V) The Sernas. 


{tit) The Eastern Angamis. 
(iv) The Manipur State. 




V 


21. Our relations with the Trans-Dikhu tribes have been friendly throughout the year, 

/ . T they have refrained from raiding into our territory, so no 

(1) 1C lanb- 1 utnei. interference with them has been called for. Head- taking is as 

prevalent as ever among them, and the Deputy Commissioner, Naga Hills, fears that it will not 
rraso until we assume some sort of control over them; i ut the Chief Commissioner is not 
prepared at present to sanction the extension of the system of political control to the ti act 
fast of the Dikhu. 

22. In the Serna country, ihe village of Ky6ku raided the village of Sakha!, killing 17 persons 

> of that village. A dispute arose between these two villagtfl as to 

M) e etna.. owner.ship of some land, to decide which the good offices of 

Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Davis, were invoked. He decided the case in favour of Sakhai 
Kvoku village did not, however, abide by the award, but attacked Sakhai in September last, 
with the result stated. Captain Cole visited Ky^ku^s village in December last, but found the 
tillage deserted. He imposed a fine of Rs. 1,000; and as this was not paid up, he burnt the 
Milage, seizing cattle to the value of about Rs. 400. Towards the end of December, a man 
cif Kyiku's village brought in Rs. 150 in cash, and asked for permission to work off the 
lialance by punishment labour. This request was granted. 

. There was also a riot between Zimethu and Shcvekh 4 villages, Shevekhfe villaj;o is just 
outside the political control area, Zimetlm being situated inside our boundary. A man of the 
latter village claimed to have purchased a jkt'tm from Sotomi village, and when he and others 
of his village* went to clear the Shevekli^ village attacked them, wounding one iran 
The of Shevekhfi denied that any actual conflict had taken place, or that 

anyone belonging to Zimethu had been wounded. He stated that both villages were ready to 
figlu, but refrained from doing so at the orders of their respective headmen. The riot took place 
in March 1898, and the final result of the enquiries made in the case is not known as yet. 

The fine of Rs. 25000 Zimethu village, mentioned in last year’s report, was realised. 

» . 

Shevekh^ village complailied that towards the end o( March, Yatnesbft, another indcpeiulent 
village, cleared a jh 4 m on their land. On Shev'‘kh£ village expostulating, Yamesh^ chailptiged 
them to a fight, and attacked some of the Shevckh<i men on the way to their fields, wounding one 
man in the leg with a spear. The Shevekh^ men then turned out in force and chased the Yamesh^ 
men, capturing some spears, shields, and daos from the latter. A fine of Rs. loo has been im- 
posed on each village. 

The bungalows alon^ the Serna political road have been completed. The materials for 
the bridge over the Keleki river have arrived, and the bridge will m put up as soon as the 
masonry abutments are finished. 

23. Nothing of note occurred amongst the Eastern Angamis of the political control 

(til) The Eastern Angamis, Urea. 

The representatives of the naked Naga village of Lapvomi, cast of the I itnire, .and ^im.iled 
outside our political control area, (om[)Iained tli it ^ouv of uur Knkis had eifcted .1 viILim on 
their land, and that one of ili* -•v Kuk.i.2 shot a man in rix' Itg. llu'sc Kukis originally 

( nmi* fioni licniina. Th(‘V fi st setthsl at Ar.ulhniri do's* tu Kuhim.i, and then moved on ^o the 
Manipiiri Naga village cf J^ssaim, and now aj)p» .11 to have mi ;i«'*'‘d into independent territoi y, — 
no doubt to evade the payment of revinuc. 

24. The behaviour of tlv Nagn«? in the distfict directly administered by the Depiity 

D| d„cctly«im.n,.t..r«.d missioner wa, salisUtoty. A- P.ldition of on.- Snl-ln-;,- !or 

and 18 m( n was mado to the saiu iioned strength of the ( ivil 
ivi.ri lorco for the purms. of maintaining ord.*r on the cart-road between Dimapore and 
'obima, and also of affording relief to sick and destitute contractors' coolies found near the 
railway works at Oimapore. 


«« *■ 
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In the previous year there were 1,123 licenses in force, and 10 licenses which wei 
renewed by the licensees. In 1897, 1,114 licenses itere renewed, 5 remained unrenewed a 
close of the year, and 14 were cancelled for various reasons. Pour of the 9 new licenses take 
were issued to Mikirs and plains people. There were 44 cases under the Arms Act d 
the year, against 7 in the previous year. The accused in ail these cases were convicted. 


a6. The following statement shows the number of coolies impressed during the last five 
'ImprcsMS i f ti headquarters for the different departments : 
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37. Only slight damage was done to public works in the district by the earthquake 
B M- tu June. Three new rest-houses were constructed on the 

” * road ^tween Niebuguard and Mao. The state of the road d 

the rainy season is far from satisfactory, wheeled traSic being almost impossible. There i 
a great need of parapets along dangerous portions of the, road. New waterworks for fC 
station were opened during the year. 


28. The Chief Commissioner visited Kobima in January 1898, when be inspecte 


Khasi and Jaintia Hills, 

M- 

39. There was no change in the number of Seims, Sardars, Wahadadars, ^ Longdoh 
— . ■ - ■ Dollois. The only death reported among the Seims was t 

KtM«.asdS]r«isega y gj.^ Nongstoio, whose brother, U Mon 

since been appointed to be Seim Of the State. The election of U Ron Singh, Seim of My 
was confirmed in May 1897. Since his acoession to the gaddt, some com pl.iuiis ut oppr< 
have been preferrod against him and his mantris, and in two c i£>c.i, some of In-, men 
conylctnd and finOd for assault. ThO Seim also made an attempt to n-croase thenitrs of t( 
tbe Sulloog Baaar, but tbit was not allowed. Ron Singh appears to be .come w Imi im 
to carry things with a high handf but compUdnts, when there are two contending paitics 
^State, as is the case in Mylhem, have to be taken eum grano sab's. 


Among Sardart thete were two deatiia,c.« 4 he Sardar of Ramdait in the Khasi Hills 
in Deeemlier iSm, and was succeeded by en^U Jwhor, aud tbe $ard«r of Langsoh, Mikir < 
in the jaiakta HUlt, died in Febraaiy 1898. puhiUvitional Officer, Jowai, nas been asl 
aontfantoa Mtcceator in Ut place. 
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The S8im of NoagIcliJAW wza coMpicnoB* for the aid be readeBed to hie raiyats after the 
lemorable eartbijuake of latb June ligj. The Wahadadars of S^elb eeem to have been 
arolyaed by that catastro^ie) and have exhibited little energy in repairing damages caused 
y it. The niece of the (rid 9eim of Cberra was killed in * the eartbqnafce. This has affected the 
jccessioni and there are now two rival parties in the State. 

The dispute regarding certain villages and bazars between the Seims of Rambrai and Myriaw, 
sferred to in last year's report, was settled during the year. 

Generally speaking, the conduct of the Seims, Sardars, Dollois, and Wahadadars was satisfac* 
^ry. 

30. There were 497 gun licenses in force on the ist of January 1897, of which two were can- 
. . celled, aa.the guns covered by them were found unserviceable. 

Four persona failed to renew their licenses in 1897. The remaining 
91 licenses were duly renewed, and 13 new licenses were panted dnriag the year. There were 
jus 504 gun licenses in force in the district on the 31st of December 1897. These figures do not 
ccurately represent the number of guns in the district, as the Arms Act is only in force in British 
;:rritory. During the year 350 lbs. of gunpowder were sold by the licensed vendors and 
maund of blasting powder, half a maund of gunpowder and 850 lbs. of dynamite and blasting 
ppliances were permitted to be imported by lessees of limestone quarries. 


Garo Hills. 


The GvoSe 


31. There is nothing of importance to be noticed in connection 
with the Garos, who behaved well during the year. 


32. The number of gun licenses issued was 646 in 1897, against 726 in the preceding year. 
Arms Act Four new licenses were taken out and 64a renewals were granted ; 

263^ lbs. of gunpowder were sold by the two licensed shops at 
ura and Mahendraganj ; the quantity sold in the previous year was 374^ lbs. 


North Lushai Hills. 

33. Major Shakespear, C.I.E,, D.S.O., assumed charge of the district as Political Oflirer on 

, . , , , the ist April 1897, and held the appointment throughout the year. 

.ua7L5sh"i'Hair * 1 he behaviour of the chiefs was good, and there were no signs of 

any disposition to resist the authority of the Political Officer, 
'he preliminary arrangements for the transfer of the South Lushai Hills from Bengal to Assam 
x^re made without difficulty, and| on the 1st April 1898, the transfer was carried into effect, 
lajor Shakespear being appointed to be the first Superintendent of the Lushai Hills. 

34. The most important political events of the year were the raising of the house-tax fiom 

, , „ , , , Re. 1 to Rs, 2 per house, and the reorganisation of the system of 

and enhancement of labour tribute. These measures were undertaken, as the result 
of correspondence with the Government of Bengal, with the object 
: assimilating the systems in force in the North and South Lushai Hills in view of the 
pproaching amalgamation of the two tracts into one district. 

35. The realisation of housc*tax at the enhanced rate was carried out without any difficulty, 

Houft-tax pjeople being allowed to pay in kind in cases where rice was 

® ‘ required for rationing the Military Police outposts. The following 

ble compares the demand, collections, and balances on account of house*tax for the years 
'$96-9; and 1897-98 : 
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The Political Officer explains that a large amount of house-tax remained unpaid on the lit 
pril, because be w^as unable to assess many villages till his last tour in March. 




•« 

36. The totid expeodiftuee on pnhtie nr9rlNi^^i|i& &«. nf «^| 4 e| ftn i 

p«u;« epeotoo the of 0» AijoKSnftoAi ,tww, w1d«h 

PaU« W«H». , r the 0«oer. Ropeee M 9il ipeht 

the eorvey and Rs. 09,616 00 the coBftmetioO oi niiKAijattongteh toad, orhlcn m# ti««h pt 
passable for laden Onimala for a distanee of 09 AUal. The line «jf the send froth i 

to Falam has been traced to within a few miles Of Cbamphai, and made fwfsahte for ponies ui 
that point. The lroa<worfc of the SoAai bridge wai received and stored at tb« slM^ iMd the 
and wingwaUa nM^f pOKpIeted, a sum of Rs. 6,475 being expended on the work. The am 
ments for controIlMg the extensive public works required in this district have hitherto 
defective, and proposals for revising them are under the consideration of the Government of In 
but heavy expenditure will have to be incurred before the important lines of communication, w| 
are necessary for the proper administration of the Lnshai Hills, can be opened up. 1 

37. Captain Loch held charge of the North Lusbai Military Police Battalion throughout 

p .. year, Lieutenant Af M. Bridges acting as Assistant Command 

With a view to preparing the way for the amalgamation of the N't 
and South Lushai Battalions, Lieutenant Bridges was deputed to hold charge of the latter batta 
from the noth October 1897 to the 36th January 1898. Lieutenant G. BatleT', who was appointed 
be Assistant Commandant of the South Lusbai Battalion, joined at Aijal for preliminary instruci 
under Captain Loch on the lalh October, and remained there till the aStb December, when 
left for Lungleh to relieve Lieutenant Bridges. In accordance with the recommendations of I 
Chin»Lushai Conference held in December 1896, the sanctioned strength of the whole police fd 
to be employed in the Lusbai Hills has been fixed at 1,106 men. Of this number, 104 men \v 
organised during the year as a force of Civil Police for employment on duties of a civil charad 
under the Political Officer, the* existing force of 80 Civil Police stationed at Demagiri in 
South Lusbai Hills being utilised for the purpose, and supplemented by recruits obtained from 
Goalpara district. The two battalions of Military Police employed in the Lushai Hills vi 
araalgiVmated as the combined Lushai Hills Battalion, with a sanctioned strength of !,oo 3 1 
under Captain Loch, with effect from the tst April 1898. 

38. During the preceding year 146 guna were licensed, and notices had been issued to 

_. chiefs to bring in their guns to be licensed within a specil 

uarmsmsa . time. At first very few guns were brought in, and it was as 

tained that in many cases the orders regarding the licensing of guns had not been explained to 
people who looked on the promise to license a certain number as a ruse to get them to hi 
in their guns, when it was thought that Government would onl^ return a very few. T1 
was also a strong feeling abroad that all finea in future would be in guns, and that, tbcref 
it was wiser not to own to having one. For these reasons all confiscations were suspended f 
time, and four trustworthy interpreters were sent round the whole district with a special lei 
explaining the orders of Government fully and pointing out that, if after this the pet 
concealed their guns and got punished, the blame would rest on their own shoulders. The re 
of this action was satisfactory. Five hundred and six guns were licensed, and when subseque 
unlicensed guns were found, there was no grumbling at the punishment inflicted. 

During the year lai guns were withdrawn, a3 on account of fines previously inflicted, 
remainder being confiscated as unlicensed. Fines, amounting to Rs. 1,678'ia, were imp 
on (bis account, of which Rs. 906-1 a bad been paid on the 1st April 1898. 

Information was received as to n considerable number of unlicensed gups still remaii| 
concealed, which will be confiscated as soon aa they are traced. 

The total number of houses in the district is 10,397, and the number of guns which m^ 
be licensed at the sanctioned rate of l gun to 15 houaes is 693, as against 506 actnally ltcens< 

An export trade in guns to the Chin Hills is believed to exist. Only one case has actu 
been brought to notice, but it is probable that the Lushais are selling the unlicensed gunsi 
avoid having them confiscated. 

39. The Chief Commissioner has since the close of the year sanctioned the discontinuanc 

_ . the system of insisting on passes being taken out by\ Lushais ' 

' * desire to trade in Cachar. No statistics of trade are available, 

business appears to be prospering in the Aijal Baaar, while there has been a falling-off in the bi 
at Sairang. The tea-seed trade was again a failure. A lease of seed-bearing lands has hi 
granted on favourable terms to a European tea planter, who has , met with but little succesr 
present. 

40. Under the rules regarding iqipi^aa'^d labour, which have now been adopted through 

... the Lusbai Hills, each honse is liable to supply one coolie to mi 

imprMMd touear. for ten llajrs ouly, irresMCtive of the days occupied in comins: | 

going to and from the work ; but this liability is enforced only in c.\sc s of actual nr-i rs.ity 1 
rate of wages has been fixed at 8 annas a day, the davs occupied m coming and goin ’ 1>< mi; |f 
for, at hall rates. The demand for impressed eooiies was well complied with I In. follow 
statement gives approximately the ngmber of coolies impressed during the year , 


For PttbKe WoitcS Oepartmsnt 
Military Poliee ... 


Nuniber of cool r« 
9mplo>td i T ont d.iy 

.. 46.057 

.. se.336 


6 s>m 



The (otti iiiimfaftr i«prenc 4 dariog the preceding year wu The Commandant of 

Military Police employed aliQ 7,015 men tor one day in Aijal, ano a far larger number were 
employed by the Political Officer aa voluntary labonren, 


41. The corps of Khaaia coollea did notvg^ve aatiifaction, and in their place 150 Sonthal 
tiiiKiinii iiiiipthi coolies iwe imported with the help of the Oeputy Commissioner, 

kept their health excellently. 


Sonthal Parganas. These men are reported to Uve done well, and 


The rationing of the ootposts was done by Lnshai coolies. 


4s. Messrs. Savidge and Lorrain, the pioneer missionaries, left the North Lushai Hills in 

January 1898, handing over their work to the Welsh Mission, which 
has been so successful in civilisine the Khasias. The two 
gentlemen referred to have done most valuable work generally, and in particular in connection 
with the Lushai Dictionary and Haod*book, which has now been published by the Shillong 
Secretariat Press. 


During the year a school was opened for the first time at Aijaj, at which 68 boys have learnt 
to read and write their own language. 
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